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I the right of the effigy is the Pana-
mericana, 2 hostel crowdad with European
backpackers. Perpendbcular o it is a beer
f garden, Motitos sin Montos, and adacent
there's a four-storey bakimg that's being
renovated by a Californian businessman
But no property m the Plaza s as stnking
as the American Trade Hotel
Opened six months 20, the ATH has
quickly become a symbol of the neigh-
bourhood's resurgence. “There usad 1o be
gangs living on cach of the floors; people
crossng the square were at rsk of getting
caught in the froquent shootouts,” savs
Ramdn Arias, one third of Conservatonio.
A property company dadicated to revitalis-
ng the district. “This was a no-20 zone
. you coukin't walk these strocts.” adds KC
} Harden, an American who came to Panarra
on & surt tnp and decided to stay, joining
Ramda and his wife Hildegard to form
Conservatorio years later
All three members of Conservatorio
Bve in the neighbourhood and have been
fundamental in changing its landscape,
remodelling a dozen old buil

adings that
were about to crumible, and empowenng

locals in the process. “Our am s 20 build

. 8 5oy, not just a hotel,” says Ramdn
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Prices (average)

1 bedroom: 50 sq m 0
100 3 m - $150,000 49
$300,000 (€100.000
€215,000)

2 bedroom: 100 5q m 1y
200 sq m - $300,000 4
$600,000 (€215.000 9
€430,000)

3 bedroom: 200 5 mw
300 sq m - $800,000
$900,000 (€430 000 10
€650,000)
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Stay

American Trade Hotel
Ths property 15 a col-
aboration between
Atgdar ACE (Of Ace
Hotels), Conservatorio
and Commune Design

Shop

Casa Mondo

Aun by a South Arican
s concept store seds
sverything from Filipino
bather wallets to iris
Hartverk brushes from
Swaeden.

SASNTIONOS

Eat & drink

GranClement

The cure for the
occasional

% that hits Casco

3 a0 ice-cream cone.
Choose from a sedaction
of gelatos and sorbets
made from tropical frusts,
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More relaxed bar that w

S00N De converted into a

Pigh-end restaurant

0 ElDaCao Panama
Overiook ng the Calle Sa
Este, this ciub is set in a
feCOoverad Duild ng that
WS prev Ously falng
apart. The four main
Walls remain but the rest
Was 1om Cown and the
SINIQEC DreCen weore
used to make the bar
tables and other pwces
that cacorate the space

Culture

OJuz Bar

Next 10 the Amenican
Trade hotel, this small
concert ha! serves as
2 stage for local bands
that have trained or been
sponsored by Dando
Pearer. artistic director of
the Gicbal Jazz institute
at Berkiee music college

The rosidonts

also atmracted forcign mnvestors; once of
them s Andrew Hyde, a 20-year-old who
moved to Panama after finishing his stud-
ies at Comell University, He currently runs
the Espacio Panama bar and is about to
open Jeronimo, a ressdential edifice (once
owned by a Freemason dentist) built in
the French colonial style, pust a block from
the ATH. “All of us buying property here
have the same vision,” says Hyde as we
sit down in front of the Santo Domingo
church for an al-fresco dinner with his
Argentincan business partner, “It's a joint
effort to build a cultural infrastructure.”
As the sun fades away, Casco is abuzz
with locals who drive here from across
town ~ from areas that look ke cheap ver-
sions of Dubai - to eat at one of the many
newly opened restaurants. In froat of the
Jazz Club - a live music bar opened by
musical maestro Danilo Perez - a queue
forms. Patrons wait for their mblc_s to be
assigned, anticipating the act that will scon
perform. A few hours later they will walk
down Casco's cobbled streets, unfright-
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